
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

My dear Friends,  

By the time you receive this I will have attended four long Zoom meetings this week, after 
scores of them this year. I am beginning to feel envious of Mary and Joseph who could not 
join a video conference as there was no Zoom at the inn. 

Two of those Zoom meetings were with the Bishop and Senior staff of the diocese and lay 
representatives of many churches in our Deanery exploring the Mission Areas planned for our 
diocese, more of that in 2021. Another one was with the Archdeacon of Llandaff receiving 
nominations of clergy to make to the Bishop to suggest potential successors to me as Area 
Dean.  

The best Zoom of all this week was however hosted by the 19th Cardiff Scouts, Bishop 
Crossley's Own. Normally this week we welcome 120 Scouts, Cubs and Beavers to St 
Margaret's Church for their Annual Carol Service. The Church is always filled with parents, 
grandparents, supporters and the Leaders. The Beavers wear Nativity costumes acting the 
events whilst the Cubs and Scouts read all the traditional lessons and prayers telling the story 
of the first Christmas.  

This year was very different. The boys and girls were cosy at home with their families and the 
guests and leaders joined them on all the tiny images on the screen. Many dressed up for 
Christmas and did their best to create a festive atmosphere. However we still had the story of 
the miraculous birth of Jesus read by the children.  We all sang 'Away in a manger' 
accompanied by Evie on her home piano. It was wonderful that in spite of the restrictions we 
came together in the best way we could. Sadly we could not manage  the usual delicious mince 
pies and warming punch in Roath Church House....next year! 

Our Gospel reading in Church this Sunday from St Luke's Gospel begins that Christmas story 
with the annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary by the Angel Gabriel. Many of us will be 
sending pictures of this event to each other at this time as it is a favourite image on Christmas 
cards. Many religious cards have paintings of the Mother and Child in the stable. Those 
representations however are rarely realistic. We can only imagine what it was really like and 
how the Holy Family must have felt. Mary was a long way from home and without the support 
of her mother Anne. Joseph would have been anxious that he could not find better 
accommodation for his very young wife at this crucial time. Their relief and joy at the arrival 
of the infant would have set aside some of their anxieties. The imminent future however was 
to bring further worries.  

This year more than others we might identify with the worries and uncertainty of Mary and 
Joseph in the feelings we and our loved ones have at this time. Yet like them we must 
remember the joy and hope that their Son brought. For them he was a much loved baby son, 
for us he was to grow into the man who gave the world his unique message of love, hope and 
peace. I pray that you all may know his presence in your lives and homes this coming Christmas 
wherever you may be and whether you are alone or in company.  

Best wishes,  prayers and every blessing to you all.  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  
 


